
Considering a major home-improvement project?  
If the home is new to you, it’s best to live in the property  
for at least a year before embarking on any big changes.  
That’s about how long it takes to learn all the quirks of a 
house, to understand its limitations, appreciate its strengths, 
and to see how it responds to all four seasons. 

Once you decide to move forward with a project, take time to consider 
not only the near-term benefits for you and your family, but also the 
potential for a future payoff when you sell. The trick is to do something 
that either dramatically improves the function of a space, lowers operating 
costs, or provides a more updated look and feel.
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When making home improvements, try to focus some of your efforts on the exterior 
and surrounding landscape, as well. If the interior gets a lot of attention, but the 
exterior doesn’t, they can seem out of sync for visitors. Low-cost suggestions include:
A more inviting entryway – One of the most high-profile exterior areas of your 
home is the entryway leading to the front door. It’s instinctive for people to focus on 
it, even those passing by. Consider painting the door an attention-grabbing color, like 
red. Invest in some shiny new door and doorbell hardware. Give the address numbers 
some attention, if necessary. And put out a fresh doormat.
Outdoor lighting – The impact of adding lights to your landscaping can be dramatic. 
Instead of staring out into a wall of darkness after the sun goes down, your yard 
becomes an extension of your home. Enjoy the nighttime views through the 
windows, or use the newly lit spaces to barbecue, relax or host evening gatherings.
More trees – When planted in an extra-large hole of healthy soil and watered regularly, most trees will quickly rise  
up and fill out into mature plantings, which makes the home they accompany seem more settled and sophisticated.
Power washing – The driveway, paths and walkways serving your house should be free of moss and other algae 
buildups, not only so they look their best, but also so no one slips and falls. Power washing makes this a relatively  
easy and inexpensive task.
First impressions are important – Whether you’re trying to sell your home or not, take some time to ensure your 
exterior looks its best.  u

Simple Ideas for Improving  
Your Home’s Curb Appeal
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Spring is here—which means  
many of you have started thinking 
about home-improvement projects.  
To make that planning and  
budgeting process easier, see the tips 
and insights included in this month’s 
issue of Home Update. If you’re 
considering selling your home, 
contact me for more personalized 
suggestions.



 

  

Even in a “seller’s market” like we 
have now in many parts of the 
country, the overwhelming 
majority of homeowners (more 
than 88 percent) rely on a 
professional real estate agent to sell 
their home. Why? Because a 
professional can do things that the 
homeowner would be at a loss to 
try on their own. For example, here 
are just a few of the things I provide 
for my listing clients:

On-target pricing – This is a big 
problem for most homeowners 
who try to sell on their own. They 
price the property too high and 
wind up alienating the marketplace. 
Or, they price it too low and end up 
losing the money they thought 
they were going to save by doing 
all the work themselves. I have 
access to all the facts and figures 
necessary to price a home properly 
the first time.

Professional marketing  
materials – I go to great lengths to 
make sure the marketing materials 
and online listings for my properties 
are not only engaging, but also 
targeted to the type of buyer most 
likely to be interested. Professional 
photography, professional graphic 
design, floor plan schematics, 
keywords, carefully crafted prose—
these are just some of the things  
I do to make my marketing stand out.

Staging expertise – Often, I find 
that rearranging the furnishings  
in just the right way is all it takes  
to revitalize a property and make  
it even more attractive to today’s 
home buyer. Sometimes, I personally 
provide my clients with this advice. 
Other times, I recommend a 
professional stager.

This is just a snapshot of the ways  
I cater to my clients’ needs; I invite 
you to call or email me if you want 
to learn more.  u
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Bathroom and kitchen remodels are 
often held up as excellent examples 
of improvement projects that add 
significant, lasting value to a home. 
Those rooms are used so heavily that 
just about any well-implemented 
improvement will be appreciated by 
a potential buyer. But there are many 
other value-added improvement 
projects that cost far less money. 
Here are nine examples for your 
consideration:

Upgrades for energy savings
Some of the smartest home-
improvement investments you can 
make are energy-focused: buying  
a more energy-efficient furnace, 
adding insulation to the attic or walls, 
repairing heating ductwork, even 
just installing a programmable 
thermostat. Not only will those 
changes make life at home more 
comfortable, they’ll also reduce  
your energy bills by 10, 20, even 60 
percent. Better still, a recent survey 
discovered that nine out of 10 home 
buyers will choose a home with 
lower utility bills, even if the other 
option is priced two to three  
percent less.
Window coverings
One of the nice things about 
updating your window coverings 
(blinds, curtains, etc.) is that you 
don’t need to include all the 
windows in the house in the project. 

Adding one of these to the living 
room or a bedroom not only makes  
a decorative statement, it also helps 
air circulate (moving heated air  
down from the ceiling in winter;  
and creating a cooling breeze during 
summer). Choose one of the higher-
quality, Energy Star-rated models, 
which are quieter and more efficient.
Home security improvements
Installing a home security system,  
or improving the one you have,  
can deliver a financial payback  
right away in the form of a 15 to 20 
percent discount on your home 
insurance, as well as make your 
home more desirable to future 
buyers (50 percent of whom say  
a security system is key).
New organizing solutions
Most homeowners feel they have  
too much stuff. Yet, they’re loath  
to get rid of anything. That’s why 
adding storage and organizing 
solutions can make your home more 
manageable, and more desirable  
to future buyers. Many off-the-shelf 
storage systems are available, but 
some of the best solutions are small 
construction projects that make 
better use of existing space (under 
the stairs, in the attic, hanging from 
the garage rafters, etc.).
Whatever project(s) you decide to 
pursue, the key is to keep the desires 
of future buyers in mind. Even when 
the demand for homes is high and the 
number of available properties is low, 
people can still be very selective. u

In fact, you can focus your efforts  
on just one room this year, and 
another room next year.
Fireplace install
Fireplaces deliver instant ambience 
to any room—which is why 39 
percent of home buyers call this an 
essential / highly desirable feature. 
Today, you can choose from a wide 
variety of attractive models that  
are small, affordable and energy-
efficient. Some come as “inserts”  
that can be fitted into an existing 
fireplace, while others can be installed 
anywhere that there’s access to  
an exterior wall.
New molding 
Adding molding is an easy way to 
add elegance to your home, and  
give depth, definition and character  
to just about any room. In many 
cases, this is a relatively simple and 
inexpensive do-it-yourself project; 
just make sure the style of the 
molding matches the style of  
your home. 
Cabinet makeover
Instead of replacing those bathroom 
or kitchen cabinets—a project that 
can cost thousands—see what a 
difference new handles, hinges  
and pulls can make. If those don’t 
change things up enough, consider 
painting or refinishing the cabinets. 
Another option is to keep the current 
cabinet bodies but have the doors 
replaced (a.k.a. re-facing).
Patio or deck project
Outdoor entertaining is all the rage 
today, which is why decks and patios 
are so popular with both homeowners 
and home buyers. Plus, these projects 
allow you to increase the living space 
of your home without having to invest 
in an expensive addition. The typical 
return on investment for a new deck: 
80 percent of the money you spend  
to build it.
Ceiling fans
Ceiling fans are back in vogue,  
and of much better quality today. 
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Home Pricing Guide: Following are average three-bedroom home sale prices for some of the 

neighborhoods served by Windermere. Figures are based on multiple listing data for homes sold 

September 1, 2014 to February 28, 2015. For information on other market areas, please call me.

ALASKA 
Anchorage $322,000

ARIZONA 
Phoenix $202,000
Prescott $345,000
Scottsdale $477,000

CALIFORNIA 
Palm Springs $539,000
San Diego $470,000

COLORADO 
Fort Collins $313,000

HAWAII 
Hilo $299,000
Kahului/Wailuku 
Kihei 
Kona $463,000
Wailea/Makena 

IDAHO 
Boise $205,000
Caldwell $135,000
Coeur d’Alene $237,000
Eagle $345,000
Hayden $271,000
Lewiston $181,000
Meridian $242,000
Moscow $210,000
Nampa $140,000
Post Falls $220,000
Sun Valley 
     Hailey $294,000
     Ketchum $806,000

MONTANA 
Hamilton $159,000
Helena $219,000
Missoula $255,000
Ronan 
Whitefish 

NEVADA 
Las Vegas $198,000

OREGON
Ashland $582,000
Astoria $213,000
Beaverton/ 
Sunset Corridor $295,000
Bend $291,000
Canby $279,000
Cannon Beach $782,000
Clatskanie $173,000
Coos Bay $178,000
Corvallis $324,000
Creswell $227,000
Dallas $191,000
Eagle Point $129,000
Eugene $255,000
Florence $236,000
Gearhart $431,000
Grants Pass $243,000
Hillsboro $280,000
Hood River $386,000
Jacksonville $431,000
Klamath Falls $167,000
Lake Oswego $413,000
Lincoln City $260,000
McMinnville $225,000
Medford $190,000

OREGON,  continued 
Milton-Freewater $145,000
Molalla $241,000
Monmouth $213,000
Newport/Seal Rock $234,000
Portland 
     North $307,000
     Northeast $339,000
     Southeast $304,000
     West $399,000
Prineville $195,000
Redmond $259,000
St. Helens $206,000
Salem $210,000
Salishan/ 
Gleneden Beach $385,000
Sandy $252,000
Scappoose $261,000
The Dalles $216,000
West Linn $392,000
Wilsonville $367,000

UTAH 
Coalville $342,000
Orem $225,000
Park City $830,000
Provo $202,000
Salt Lake City $219,000

WASHINGTON 
Aberdeen $104,000
Allyn $217,000
Anacortes $385,000
Arlington $277,000
Auburn $273,000
Bainbridge Island $720,000
Belfair $180,000
Bellevue $711,000
Bellingham $296,000
Bingen/ 
White Salmon $303,000
Birch Bay/Blaine $267,000
Bonney Lake $244,000
Bothell $387,000
Bremerton $210,000
Brinnon $120,000
Burien $348,000
Camano Island $336,000
Camas $342,000
Cathlamet $299,000
Centralia $167,000
Chelan $435,000
Chewelah $138,000
Clarkston $159,000
Cle Elum $362,000
Colville $120,000
Deer Park $226,000
DuPont $266,000
Edmonds $436,000
Ellensburg $142,000
Entiat $215,000
Enumclaw $297,000
Ephrata $158,000
Everett $288,000
Federal Way $250,000
Gig Harbor $351,000
Goldendale $162,000
Granite Falls $231,000
Issaquah $530,000
Kent $266,000
Kettle Falls $185,000
Kingston $301,000
Kirkland $544,000
Lake Forest Park $464,000

WASHINGTON,  continued
Lake Stevens $281,000
Lake Tapps $342,000
Lakewood $202,000
Leavenworth $327,000
Liberty Lake $261,000
Long Beach $182,000
Longview $191,000
Lopez Island $501,000
Lynden $273,000
Lynnwood $320,000
Maple Valley $313,000
Marysville $251,000
Mazama $354,000
Mercer Island $1,173,000
Mill Creek $385,000
Monroe $293,000
Moses Lake $182,000
Mount Vernon $260,000
Mukilteo $477,000
Newcastle $505,000
Ocean Shores $176,000
Olympia $270,000
Omak/Okanogan $148,000
Orcas Island $539,000
Oroville $181,000
Packwood $141,000
Port Angeles $211,000
Port Hadlock $144,000
Port Ludlow $353,000
Port Orchard $228,000
Port Townsend $314,000
Poulsbo $303,000
Pullman $209,000
Puyallup $231,000
Quincy $164,000
Redmond $515,000
Renton $341,000
Republic $163,000
Sammamish $607,000
Seattle 
     Mid-City $558,000
     Northeast $572,000
     Northwest $796,000
     Southeast $418,000
     West $466,000
Sequim $299,000
Shelton $172,000
Shoreline $380,000
Silverdale $281,000
Snohomish $359,000
Spokane $181,000
Stanwood $314,000
Stevenson $218,000
Sumner $197,000
Tacoma $191,000
Tri-Cities $204,000
Twisp $333,000
Vancouver $258,000
Vashon Island $448,000
Walla Walla $202,000
Wenatchee $252,000
Westport $151,000
Whidbey Island $307,000
Woodinville $501,000
Yakima $149,000
Yelm $177,000

MEXICO
Cabo San Lucas $323,000
La Paz $129,000
San José del Cabo $510,000


