
When decorating your living spaces, it’s important that the 
furnishings complement the exterior architectural style. For 
modern homes—the hot new buy in the real estate market—
that means modern furnishings and a modern interior look 
(clean, simple, bold). However, that doesn’t mean everything 
needs to be silver and black, or cold and futuristic. 

Today’s modern style encompasses a wide range of materials, colors and 
textures. Plus, interior designers are encouraging their modern home clients 
to mix and match all those different elements to create a fusion of styles, 
shapes and patterns: curved shapes next to sharp lines, bright colors offset 
by pastel tones, metal combined with leather, glass with wood, antiques 
mixed with new pieces, and so much more. Other top trends include:

A feel for nature
Famed architect Frank Lloyd Wright was one of the first modern-day  
building designers to “bring the outdoors in,” as he put it, making it easier  
for the occupants to see and appreciate the surrounding trees and greenery. 
Today’s modern homes follow much the same thinking—plus incorporate 
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Open houses are great for gathering 
interior design ideas, especially in 
homes that have been staged by a 
professional designer. In this issue of 
Home Update, you’ll learn more 
about some of the latest design 
trends. Whether you’ve been living in 
your home for decades, or you’ve 
just moved into a cutting-edge 
modern home, there’s something for 
everyone. As usual, don’t hesitate to 
ask if you have questions about this 
or any other real estate matter.
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There’s an art to displaying framed 
artwork on your walls:
n Don’t limit yourself to typical 

frame and mat standards. Be 
creative (by including two 
pictures inside the same frame, 
for example). But choose a frame 
that not only complements the 
colors in the artwork but also 
matches its style and era.

n When possible, arrange your 
furnishings based on your 
artwork instead of the other  
way around.

n Try different artworks in different 
rooms—and different 
combinations of art on the same 
walls. Lean the artwork against 
the wall, or have someone hold it 
in place while you assess it.

n A cohesive look and feel is ideal, 
but don’t be afraid to mix in 
works that have more pizzazz  
to keep your art display from 
becoming too sedate.

n When hanging more than one 
piece of art on the same wall, try 
using different sizes and shapes.

n Consider hanging small works in 
a grid rather than in a straight 
line (use the same type of frame 
for all; and allow two to three 
inches between each piece). For 
more artistic arrangements of 
small artworks, tape like-sized 
pieces of cardboard to the wall 
until you find a layout you like 
(start with the largest piece in  
the center). 

n Hang the art so the middle of the 
piece is about 60 inches from the 
floor (otherwise known as “eye-
level”). Consider hanging things 
lower in kid’s rooms, and in 
rooms used mostly for sitting.

Above all, treat each piece of art you 
hang on your wall as a focal point, 
rather than an afterthought.  u
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elements of nature into the interior 
design, as well.
Particularly noteworthy examples  
of this interior-design trend include 
green walls (an indoor, vertical wall 
hanging that acts as a planter for  
living ground covers and other natural 
vegetation) and indoor water features 
like “water walls” and fountains.  
More typical implementations include 
nature-inspired fabrics, wall paintings 
and wallpaper, as well as lots of  
potted plants.
Unfinished wood and stone are also 
becoming very popular, not only 
because they represent aspects of the 
natural world, but also because they 
contribute texture—a warm look and 
feel that contrasts nicely with some of 
the cold manmade materials, painted 
surfaces and metal features in modern 
homes. Textured throw and accent 
pillows are also popular for this reason.
Another emerging design trend in 
modern homes is aquatic accents—
especially in the form of framed art. 
The uneven use of aquatic colors, the 
out-of-focus subjects, and the 
dreamlike aesthetic of this abstract 
artwork are all very effective at 
creating a sense of peace and 
tranquility. Watercolor paintings are 
the typical medium for this trend, but 
abstract, aquatic-themed photography 
is also gaining popularity.

A mix of bold prints and 
patterns
The latest prints and patterns used for 
bedding, accent pillows, upholstered 
furniture, and wallpaper also reflect 
the nature theme. Floral patterns have 
made a big resurgence.
However, the mix-and-match design 
approach mentioned earlier 
encourages the use of a wide variety of 
non-nature fabric prints and patterns, 
as well. Complementing the nature 
theme are tropical prints, dip-dyed 
designs, feather patterns, and fluid-like 
prints. Contrasting those are prints 
featuring written text, photography, 
geometric forms and kaleidoscopic 
images, three-dimensional patterns, 
plus “microscopic” prints (showing 
what appear to be cells and molecules).

Tone-on-tone (mixing multiple 
saturations of the same color) is 
another trend popular among prints. 
The effect is sleek and sophisticated.
When it comes to the size of the 
repeating shapes in patterns, big is 
best. Where a throw pillow might have 
been covered by a pattern featuring  
15 shapes in the past, today the trend 
is to cover it with two or three big, 
bold imprints.

Foreign influences
The current mix-and-match interior 
design trend is loosely based on a 
Middle East bazaar, with objects of all 
different sizes, shapes and colors on 
display together.
To complement that effect, designers 
are encouraging the use of foreign 
accent pieces: imported vases and 
tchotchkes, foreign maps as framed 
artwork, foreign coffee table books, 
tribal objects, and much more. The 
ideas and objects are gathered 
primarily from Africa, Asia, and the 
Middle East. When combined, they 
form a mixing pot of international 
design.

New types of metal
Chrome and stainless steel have long 
been popular materials for modern 
home interior design. But the new 
trend is towards integrating steel, 
copper, pewter, and gold. The surface 
of these materials is also changing, 
with a movement towards more  
matte finishes.

Industrial furnishings
The industrial look has been popular 
with modern homes for the past 
couple of years, and that trend is 
forecast to continue. Expect to see 
more factory tools (wrenches, 
hammers and measuring devices) used 
as accent pieces; more industrial 
containers used for storage; and more 
office furniture used for home 
organizing and seating.

A concern for the environment
Most modern homes are constructed 
with eco-friendly materials and feature 
appliances that consume sustainable 
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amounts of energy. So it only makes 
sense that the design of the interior 
would also reflect that same focus on 
the environment. 
Eco-friendly paints and floor coverings 
are a big part of this trend. So is the 
use of salvaged materials. Typically, 
these materials are salvaged from 
older structures before they’re torn 
down (homes, barns, school buildings, 
etc.), then refinished and reused. 
Salvaged wood is popular for furniture 
and flooring. For counter tops, there’s 
salvaged marble and granite.
Reusing objects is another avenue: an 
old wood crate used as a coffee table; 
former canning jars transformed into 
light fixtures; an old door used as a 
privacy screen. With a little creative 
thought, many things headed for the 
trash can instead be reused.

Other trends of note
n Sheer window curtains, which offer 

a sense of elegance while allowing 
more natural light into living spaces.

n Handcrafted items, especially 
leatherwork, weaving, quilting, 
needlework, and knotting.

n Oversized, framed photo artwork—
but not the typical street scene or 
nature variety. Instead, the design 
trend today is to feature abstract 
photography.

n White marble counters in the 
kitchen and bathroom.

These trends are exciting. And the 
results can be stunning. For referrals to 
professional designers who can help 
you implement any of these ideas, 
don’t hesitate to contact me.  u

Home Pricing Guide: Following are average three-bedroom home sale prices for some of the 

neighborhoods served by Windermere. Figures are based on multiple listing data for homes sold 

July 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014. For information on other market areas, please call me.

ALASKA 
Anchorage $321,000

ARIZONA 
Phoenix $201,000
Prescott $343,000
Scottsdale $462,000

CALIFORNIA 
Palm Springs $510,000
San Diego $1,110,000

COLORADO 
Fort Collins $326,000

HAWAII 
Hilo $340,000
Kahului/Wailuku $469,000
Kihei $652,000
Kona $567,000
Wailea/Makena $2,529,000

IDAHO 
Boise $237,000
Caldwell $138,000
Coeur d’Alene $207,000
Eagle $392,000
Hayden $246,000
Lewiston $128,000
Meridian $244,000
Moscow $203,000
Nampa $163,000
Post Falls $193,000
Sun Valley 
     Hailey $316,000
     Ketchum $767,000

MONTANA 
Bozeman $297,000
Hamilton $171,000
Helena $214,000
Missoula $260,000
Ronan $193,000

NEVADA 
Las Vegas $222,000

OREGON
Ashland $380,000
Astoria $250,000
Beaverton/ 
Sunset Corridor $288,000
Bend $282,000
Canby $273,000
Cannon Beach $683,000
Clatskanie $182,000
Coos Bay $174,000
Corvallis $298,000
Creswell $226,000
Dallas $213,000
Eagle Point $252,000
Eugene $259,000
Florence $245,000
Gearhart $488,000
Grants Pass $242,000
Hillsboro $289,000
Hood River $376,000
Jacksonville $414,000
Lake Oswego $438,000
Lincoln City $260,000
McMinnville $228,000
Medford $362,000
Milton-Freewater $154,000

OREGON,  continued
Molalla $246,000
Monmouth $167,000
Newport/Seal Rock $255,000
Portland 
     North $307,000
     Northeast $339,000
     Southeast $304,000
     West $399,000
Prineville $179,000
Redmond $267,000
St. Helens $208,000
Salem $233,000
Salishan/ 
Gleneden Beach $320,000
Sandy $255,000
Scappoose $247,000
The Dalles $189,000
West Linn $391,000
Wilsonville $373,000

UTAH 
Coalville $429,000
Orem $269,000
Park City $1,180,000
Provo $407,000
Salt Lake City $443,000

WASHINGTON 
Aberdeen $115,000
Allyn $236,000
Anacortes $416,000
Arlington $274,000
Auburn $270,000
Bainbridge Island $723,000
Belfair $182,000
Bellevue $674,000
Bellingham $319,000
Bingen/ 
White Salmon $160,000
Birch Bay/Blaine $286,000
Bonney Lake $249,000
Bothell $388,000
Bremerton $217,000
Brinnon $286,000
Burien $350,000
Camano Island $329,000
Camas $348,000
Cathlamet $299,000
Centralia $165,000
Chelan $422,000
Chewelah $219,000
Clarkston $135,000
Cle Elum $376,000
Colville $122,000
Deer Park $215,000
DuPont $278,000
Edmonds $432,000
Ellensburg $226,000
Entiat $314,000
Enumclaw $299,000
Ephrata $160,000
Everett $291,000
Federal Way $247,000
Gig Harbor $371,000
Goldendale $166,000
Granite Falls $233,000
Issaquah $541,000
Kent $267,000
Kettle Falls $151,000
Kingston $268,000
Kirkland $543,000
Lake Forest Park $463,000
Lake Stevens $284,000

WASHINGTON,  continued
Lake Tapps $405,000
Lakewood $217,000
Leavenworth $356,000
Liberty Lake $220,000
Long Beach $182,000
Longview $200,000
Lopez Island $458,000
Lynden $273,000
Lynnwood $322,000
Maple Valley $318,000
Marysville $248,000
Mazama $369,000
Mercer Island $1,170,000
Mill Creek $404,000
Monroe $299,000
Moses Lake $161,000
Mount Vernon $261,000
Mukilteo $467,000
Newcastle $497,000
Ocean Shores $172,000
Olympia $274,000
Omak/Okanogan $158,000
Orcas Island $578,000
Oroville $234,000
Packwood $142,000
Port Angeles $208,000
Port Hadlock $135,000
Port Ludlow $369,000
Port Orchard $234,000
Port Townsend $302,000
Poulsbo $303,000
Pullman $209,000
Puyallup $236,000
Quincy $175,000
Redmond $526,000
Renton $350,000
Republic $143,000
Sammamish $658,000
Seattle 
     Mid-City $564,000
     Northeast $574,000
     Northwest $796,000
     Southeast $419,000
     West $470,000
Sequim $278,000
Shelton $181,000
Shoreline $379,000
Silverdale $274,000
Snohomish $364,000
Spokane $217,000
Stanwood $300,000
Stevenson $218,000
Sumner $196,000
Tacoma $194,000
Tri-Cities $206,000
Twisp $287,000
Vancouver $256,000
Vashon Island $479,000
Walla Walla $213,000
Wenatchee $276,000
Westport $185,000
Whidbey Island $324,000
Woodinville $506,000
Yakima $193,000
Yelm $185,000

MEXICO
Cabo San Lucas $354,000
La Paz $133,000
San José del Cabo $560,000



Most homeowners only think about color schemes when selecting paint. However, a professional designer will tell you that 
having a color plan for your furnishings and accessories is just as important. The following colors are all standouts in the 
latest interior design trends:
Marsala – Selected as the “2015 Color of the Year” by Pantone, the world leader in color formulation, Marsala is best 
described as a robust and earthy wine-red. According to Pantone, Marsala can “add elegance to any room,” no matter 
whether it’s used as a paint, in rugs, or as a covering for upholstered furniture. 
Cobalt blue – This particular shade is being hailed as the new black for its all-around elegance and timeless look 
(especially for design basics). It works especially well when paired with gray, pink, and other shades of ocean blue.
Mocha-and-white combination – When featured in a fabric print or a piece of artwork, this color combination can serve 
as a bold statement. But beware: using it too often in the same room is overkill and can quickly overwhelm; use it sparingly 
for the best effect.
Soft neutrals (pale pink, cream, gray, flesh tones) – When you want to create a sense of romance, accessorize with décor 
from this color spectrum. Gray is the most popular.
Ochre yellow – Particularly popular when paired with other jewel tones, ochre yellow is ideal for modern furnishings with 
a retro flair.
Of course, the perceived beauty of any color is a personal matter. Even the hue can make a tremendous difference. So, 
before moving forward with any new color scheme, take the time to carefully evaluate test swatches.  u

Trending: the Hottest Colors for  
Today’s Home Interiors
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