
In years past, you often had to compromise your design 
aesthetic if you wanted to incorporate environmentally 
friendly products into your remodeling or new-home plans. 
Today, however, you can be a friend of the environment and 
a trendsetter. Recycled products no longer look like seconds. 
Energy-efficient bulbs no longer buzz or emit unnatural 
colors. The quality of non-toxic paints has improved 
dramatically. Even name-brand manufacturers have now 
fully embraced the green-design movement.  

If you like the idea of conserving resources and supporting environmentally 
conscious companies, you’re going to love the design-centric, sustainable 
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Incorporating Sustainable 
Materials into Your Home

On Friday, June 5, 2015, Windermere offices 
companywide will be closed for business for 
Windermere’s 31st annual Community Service 
Day. On this day, several thousand Windermere 
associates will take the day off and dig into 
hands-on community service projects in their 
local neighborhoods.

Community Service Day gives us an opportunity 
to give back to the communities where we live 
and work. Real estate, after all, is rooted in our 
communities. And an investment in our 
neighborhoods gives us all a better place to call 
home. If you have any questions or would like to 
nominate a project for next year’s Community 
Service Day, please contact me or your nearest 
Windermere office. u
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According to a recent industry survey, 
the desire for environmentally-
friendly homes is greater than ever. 
So I’m devoting this issue of Home 
Update to an exploration of some of 
the more exciting new eco trends 
and technologies. For information 
about how much such homes sell for 
in our area, feel free to contact me.
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Technology breakthroughs are popping 
up everywhere today—including in eco-
smart systems for your home:
Energy dashboards – Download your 
local electric utility’s real-time pricing 
data, then schedule your home 
appliances to run at the least expensive 
times.
Solar shutters – Tiny solar panels built 
into the louvers allow you to block the 
sun and generate electricity at the same 
time.
Smart controls – Control many aspects 
of your home from your smart phone 
(whether you’re home or not): the 
thermostat, the security system, the 
door locks, the lights and more. Not 
only convenient, these systems also 
enable you to better manage your 
energy consumption.
Motion-sensor faucets – Because this 
faucet only turns on when it senses 
something underneath, you save water, 
and essentially gain an extra hand.
Gray-water recycling – Water that goes 
down the drain (from showers, baths, 
sinks and washing machines—not 
toilets) is cleaned, then used to water 
the landscaping. u
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building materials available today. 
Even better: Surveys show that using 
eco-friendly products can significantly 
boost the resale value of your home.

Following are eight common, 
sustainable materials that are being 
used in very inventive ways within  
the construction industry.

Bamboo
While many woods are considered 
renewable, bamboo grows so quickly 
(eight times faster than most 
hardwoods) that it’s considered ultra-
sustainable.  Plus, it costs about the 
same as hardwood and is equally 
durable. Most often used for flooring, 
bamboo is also a great option for 
counters and work surfaces anywhere 
in the house. Also available: bamboo 
furniture and rugs.

Cork
Thick, warm, soft, durable and available 
in a wide variety of colors, cork makes 
a wonderful flooring material. 
Harvested from living cork trees, or 
made of recycled wine stoppers, it’s 

supremely sustainable. Non-porous 
cork kitchen countertops (created by 
combining cork with a polyurethane 
binder) are also worth considering.

Glass
Counters made of recycled glass (bits 
of colorful glass formed together with 
non-toxic binders) are silky smooth 
and have characteristics that make 
them ideal for kitchens and baths, 
being very strong and highly resistant 
to moisture, heat, chemicals and mold.

Concrete
Today, concrete is available in a wide 
variety of designer colors and artistic 
designs—which not only makes it an 
ideal flooring material, but also an 
outstanding option for a custom 
kitchen or bath countertop. While  
not an inherently green building 
product (cement production is energy-
intensive), if the aggregate is recycled 
and locally sourced, concrete is a  
good alternative to petroleum-based 
synthetic products and nonrenewable 
natural materials like quarried stone.

tips 
Eco-technology

Home Pricing Guide: Following are average three-bedroom home sale prices for some of the 

neighborhoods served by Windermere. Figures are based on multiple listing data for homes sold 

September 1, 2014 to February 28, 2015. For information on other market areas, please call me.

Aluminum
One of the most beguiling applications 
for this most common of materials is  
a countertop that features curled 
shavings of scrap aluminum, 
embedded in a resin that comes  
in dozens of colors. The effect  
is mesmerizing. 

Linoleum
Instead of choosing a man-made 
flooring material, consider Marmoleum, 
a natural linoleum. Manufactured 
using just six ingredients (linseed oil, 
limestone, tree rosin, wood flour, 
mineral pigments and jute), it has  
the lowest environmental footprint  
of any flooring and is USDA certified as 
a bio-based product. It’s highly durable 
and easy to maintain, available in  
more than 100 different colors and 
designs, and comes in sheet, “click” 
and tile formats.

Rubber
Recycled rubber has been used to 
create soft, durable flooring for some 
time, with great success. Now, you also 
have the option of protecting your roof 
with it. Offered as an option to stone 
slate or wood shake roofing materials, 
rubber roofing looks similar to those, 
yet offers some key advantages. One  
of its greatest strengths: It’s so long 
lasting that you’ll never have to 
re-roof again.

Paper
Recycled paper bound together  
with phenolic resin and baked in 
special ovens makes for an extremely 
durable surface that can be used 
indoors or out. Called Paperstone, it 
was originally intended for skateboard 
parks, but is now used in a wide variety 
of home construction applications: 
countertops, tub surrounds, desks, 
window sills, wall cladding  
and more.

Each of these materials offers a  
unique set of eco benefits, as well as  
a completely original design impact, 
which makes this a very exciting time 
to be an environmentally conscious 
homeowner. If you or someone you 
know has had success using other 
materials, I would love to hear  
about it. u

ALASKA 
Anchorage $322,000

ARIZONA 
Phoenix $202,000
Prescott $345,000
Scottsdale $477,000

CALIFORNIA 
Palm Springs $539,000
San Diego $470,000

COLORADO 
Fort Collins $313,000

HAWAII 
Hilo $299,000
Kahului/Wailuku 
Kihei 
Kona $463,000
Wailea/Makena 

IDAHO 
Boise $205,000
Caldwell $135,000
Coeur d’Alene $237,000
Eagle $345,000
Hayden $271,000
Lewiston $181,000
Meridian $242,000
Moscow $210,000
Nampa $140,000
Post Falls $220,000
Sun Valley 
     Hailey $294,000
     Ketchum $806,000

MONTANA 
Bozeman 
Hamilton $159,000
Helena $219,000
Missoula $255,000
Ronan 
Whitefish 

NEVADA 
Las Vegas $198,000

OREGON
Ashland $582,000
Astoria $213,000
Beaverton/ 
Sunset Corridor $295,000
Bend $291,000
Canby $279,000
Cannon Beach $782,000
Clatskanie $173,000
Coos Bay $178,000
Corvallis $324,000
Creswell $227,000
Dallas $191,000
Eagle Point $129,000
Eugene $255,000
Florence $236,000
Gearhart $431,000
Grants Pass $243,000
Hillsboro $280,000
Hood River $386,000
Jacksonville $431,000
Klamath Falls $167,000
Lake Oswego $413,000
Lincoln City $260,000
McMinnville $225,000

OREGON,  continued 
Medford $190,000
Milton-Freewater $145,000
Molalla $241,000
Monmouth $213,000
Newport/Seal Rock $234,000
Portland 
     North $307,000
     Northeast $339,000
     Southeast $304,000
     West $399,000
Prineville $195,000
Redmond $259,000
St. Helens $206,000
Salem $210,000
Salishan/ 
Gleneden Beach $385,000
Sandy $252,000
Scappoose $261,000
The Dalles $216,000
West Linn $392,000
Wilsonville $367,000

UTAH 
Coalville $342,000
Orem $225,000
Park City $830,000
Provo $202,000
Salt Lake City $219,000

WASHINGTON 
Aberdeen $104,000
Allyn $217,000
Anacortes $385,000
Arlington $277,000
Auburn $273,000
Bainbridge Island $720,000
Belfair $180,000
Bellevue $711,000
Bellingham $296,000
Bingen/ 
White Salmon $303,000
Birch Bay/Blaine $267,000
Bonney Lake $244,000
Bothell $387,000
Bremerton $210,000
Brinnon $120,000
Burien $348,000
Camano Island $336,000
Camas $342,000
Cathlamet $299,000
Centralia $167,000
Chelan $435,000
Chewelah $138,000
Clarkston $159,000
Cle Elum $362,000
Colville $120,000
Deer Park $226,000
DuPont $266,000
Edmonds $436,000
Ellensburg $142,000
Entiat $215,000
Enumclaw $297,000
Ephrata $158,000
Everett $288,000
Federal Way $250,000
Gig Harbor $351,000
Goldendale $162,000
Granite Falls $231,000
Issaquah $530,000
Kent $266,000
Kettle Falls $185,000
Kingston $301,000
Kirkland $544,000

WASHINGTON,  continued
Lake Forest Park $464,000
Lake Stevens $281,000
Lake Tapps $342,000
Lakewood $202,000
Leavenworth $327,000
Liberty Lake $261,000
Long Beach $182,000
Longview $191,000
Lopez Island $501,000
Lynden $273,000
Lynnwood $320,000
Maple Valley $313,000
Marysville $251,000
Mazama $354,000
Mercer Island $1,173,000
Mill Creek $385,000
Monroe $293,000
Moses Lake $182,000
Mount Vernon $260,000
Mukilteo $477,000
Newcastle $505,000
Ocean Shores $176,000
Olympia $270,000
Omak/Okanogan $148,000
Orcas Island $539,000
Oroville $181,000
Packwood $141,000
Port Angeles $211,000
Port Hadlock $144,000
Port Ludlow $353,000
Port Orchard $228,000
Port Townsend $314,000
Poulsbo $303,000
Pullman $209,000
Puyallup $231,000
Quincy $164,000
Redmond $515,000
Renton $341,000
Republic $163,000
Sammamish $607,000
Seattle 
     Mid-City $558,000
     Northeast $572,000
     Northwest $796,000
     Southeast $418,000
     West $466,000
Sequim $299,000
Shelton $172,000
Shoreline $380,000
Silverdale $281,000
Snohomish $359,000
Spokane $181,000
Stanwood $314,000
Stevenson $218,000
Sumner $197,000
Tacoma $191,000
Tri-Cities $204,000
Twisp $333,000
Vancouver $258,000
Vashon Island $448,000
Walla Walla $202,000
Wenatchee $252,000
Westport $151,000
Whidbey Island $307,000
Woodinville $501,000
Yakima $149,000
Yelm $177,000

MEXICO
Cabo San Lucas $323,000
La Paz $129,000
San José del Cabo $510,000


