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Holiday Hosting Tips
Knowing how to create an interactive party setting during the 
holidays can increase the mingling, improve the conversations, and 
help ensure everyone in attendance has a festive time together. 

Your holiday party guests may rave about the food you serve, but it’s the conversations 
they have with one another that will stick with them long-term. Here are some 
suggestions to encourage more heartfelt interactions at your next holiday soiree:

1.  establish intimate settings.
»» Rearrange the furniture in the living room and family room to create smaller, 
more intimate groupings.

»» If your kitchen can accommodate it, set up some tall stools for guests to sit 
and chat while you cook.

»» Instead of putting all the appetizers in one place, consider staging plates of them 
throughout the house (e.g., on a coffee table, atop the fireplace mantle, on the mail 
table) to keep your guests moving and mixing in small groups.

2.  Keep the sports fans moving.
»» Designate one room for watching football on TV (not the main living room). 

»» Supply that room with a limited number of appetizers and drinks to encourage 
those folks to occasionally leave the room and mix with others. 

continued on page 2

According to the National Fire Protection Association, these 

three threats account for the vast majority of home fires 

around the holidays:

#1 cause: cooKing with the stove/oven. Never leave 

something that is cooking on the stove unattended. Use 

a timer for anything cooking in the oven. Make sure you 

have a working smoke detector and fire extinguisher 

near the kitchen.

#2 cause: home heating equipment. Never leave a 

space heater turned on (or even plugged in) when you are 

out of the room or asleep. Keep children and flammable 

items at least three feet away from heating equipment. Have 

your fireplace inspected and cleaned every year. 

#3 cause: candles. Keep lit candles on a sturdy base. 

Maintain at least 12 inches of space between a lit candle and 

anything flammable. Children should also stay at least three 

feet away.
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With a little planning and some 

smart implementation, this could 

be your best holiday season in 

years. For insights and advice, 

see the suggestions included in 

this issue of Home Update. For 

suggestions on how best to buy 

or sell a home during this time of 

year, contact me at your 

convenience. 



home pricing guide: Following are average three-bedroom home sale prices for some of the neighborhoods served by 
Windermere. Figures are based on multiple listing data for homes sold March, 2015 to August 31, 2015. For information on other 
market areas, please call me.

tips 
staying healthy
at the holidays

Spending more time indoors with others at this time of year increases 
everyone’s risk of catching a cold or other illness. Make your home a 
safe zone:

»» Turn off the volume of any secondary TVs to 
limit distraction.

»» Select one or two games to watch, and turn 
the TV off when those teams aren’t playing.

3.  give your guests a flexible place 
to sit.
»» Recliner chairs, overstuffed club chairs and 
other large seats that don’t comfortably hold 
more than one or two people may need to be 
moved out of the main entertaining area and 
temporarily replaced with something more 
flexible and accommodating.

»» Benches and ottomans are very flexible 
seating options because your guests  
can squeeze together if necessary, and  
sit on both sides. 

»» Floor pillows are another good option, 
especially if there will be children in 
attendance, or board games played on  
the floor.

encourage hand-washing. Washing 
hands frequently with soap is still 
the best way to keep germs at bay. 
For guests, you could say 
something like, “Dinner is almost 
ready. If you’d like to wash-up 
beforehand, the bathroom is right 
down that hall.”

clean and disinfect. Germs remain 
active on hard surfaces longer than 
on fabric and other soft surfaces. 

So clean counters, electronics and 
handles frequently with 
disinfectants.

vacuum with a hepa filter.    
Allergens collect in rugs, 
upholstered furniture, curtains and 
under furniture. Cleaning weekly 
will help to eliminate them, but you 
must use a vacuum with a built-in, 
high-efficiency HEPA filter. 

4.  use place cards to pre-arrange the 
dinner table seating.
»» Seat couples and close friends across the table 
from one another. They’ll still be able to see 
each other but will be more apt to chat with 
the guests beside them as well.

»» Guests with strong, vocal opinions should be 
seated next to someone who has a calming 
influence and far enough away from others 
with big personalities to discourage debating 
between the two.

The holidays are important religious and 
historical observances. But they’re also rare 
opportunities for family and friends to share, 
celebrate, commiserate, laugh, and more. As 
host, this is your opportunity to maximize those 
interactions.

washington,  continued

Kingston $326,000
Kirkland $587,000
Lake Forest Park $474,000
Lake Stevens $301,000
Lake Tapps $423,000
Lakewood $251,000
Leavenworth $408,000
Liberty Lake $189,000
Long Beach $271,000
Longview $200,000
Lopez Island $453,000
Lynden $293,000
Lynnwood $355,000
Maple Valley $347,000
Marysville $267,000
Mazama $525,000
Mercer Island $1,010,000
Mill Creek $446,000
Monroe $318,000
Moses Lake $149,000
Mount Vernon $265,000
Mukilteo $480,000
Newcastle $550,000
Ocean Shores $185,000
Olympia $272,000
Omak/Okanogan $152,000
Orcas Island $518,000
Oroville $132,000
Packwood $132,000
Port Angeles $217,000
Port Hadlock $217,000
Port Ludlow $368,000
Port Orchard $251,000
Port Townsend $310,000
Poulsbo $355,000
Puyallup $248,000
Quincy $185,000
Redmond $598,000
Renton $351,000
Republic $158,000

alasKa
Anchorage $338,000

ariZona 
Phoenix $220,000
Prescott $360,000
Scottsdale $467,000
Tucson $230,000

california 
San Diego $826,000
San Francisco $811,000
Sacramento $233,000

colorado 
Denver $386,000
Fort Collins $361,000

hawaii 
Hilo $355,000
Kona $545,000

idaho 
Boise $258,000
Caldwell $151,000
Coeur d’Alene $249,000
Eagle $420,000
Hayden $290,000
Lewiston $132,000
Meridian $256,000
Nampa $171,000
Post Falls $208,000
Sun Valley 
     Hailey $283,000
     Ketchum $961,000

montana 
Hamilton $173,000
Helena $233,000
Missoula $255,000

nevada 
Las Vegas $211,000

oregon
Ashland $416,000
Astoria $252,000
Beaverton/ 
 Sunset Corridor $307,000

oregon,  continued

Bend $373,000
Canby $294,000
Cannon Beach $670,000
Clatskanie $208,000
Coos Bay $173,000
Corvallis $283,000
Creswell $254,000
Dallas $216,000
Eagle Point $279,000
Eugene $257,000
Florence $245,000
Gearhart $521,000
Grants Pass $202,000
Hillsboro $289,000
Hood River $353,000
Jacksonville $455,000
Klamath Falls $232,000
Lake Oswego $435,000
Lincoln City $218,000
McMinnville $263,000
Medford $240,000
Milton-Freewater $149,000
Molalla $262,000
Monmouth $214,000
Newport/Seal Rock $255,000
Portland 
     North $330,000
     Northeast $336,000
     Southeast $297,000
     West $431,000
Prineville $195,000
Redmond $247,000
St. Helens $205,000
Salem $202,000
Sandy $263,000
Scappoose $266,000
The Dalles $193,000
West Linn $419,000
Wilsonville $372,000

utah 
Coalville $197,000
Orem $215,000
Park City $897,000

utah,  continued
Provo $221,000
Salt Lake City $267,000

washington 
Aberdeen $114,000
Allyn $248,000
Anacortes $415,000
Arlington $306,000
Auburn $284,000
Bainbridge Island $762,000
Belfair $213,000
Bellevue $798,000
Bellingham $347,000
Bingen/
   White Salmon $405,000
Birch Bay/Blaine $291,000
Bonney Lake $255,000
Bothell $405,000
Bremerton $230,000
Brinnon $584,000
Burien $356,000
Camano Island $354,000
Camas $348,000
Cathlamet $272,000
Centralia $164,000
Chelan $463,000
Chewelah $158,000
Clarkston $139,000
Cle Elum $373,000
Colville $160,000
Deer Park $211,000
DuPont $272,000
Edmonds $452,000
Ellensburg $248,000
Entiat $205,000
Enumclaw $329,000
Ephrata $165,000
Everett $322,000
Federal Way $272,000
Gig Harbor $381,000
Goldendale $174,000
Granite Falls $233,000
Issaquah $583,000
Kent $297,000
Kettle Falls $195,000

washington,  continued

Sammamish $624,000
Seattle 
     Mid-City $607,000
     Northeast $628,000
     Northwest $868,000
     Southeast $476,000
     West $509,000
Sequim $279,000
Shelton $189,000
Shoreline $405,000
Silverdale $286,000
Snohomish $385,000
Spokane $189,000
Stanwood $334,000
Stevenson $266,000
Sumner $248,000
Tacoma $222,000
Tri-Cities $207,000
Twisp $293,000
Vancouver $256,000
Vashon Island $524,000
Walla Walla $222,000
Wenatchee $271,000
Westport $166,000
Whidbey Island $318,000
Woodinville $544,000
Yakima $158,000
Yelm $189,000

mexico 
Cabo San Lucas $346,000
La Paz $150,000
San Jose del Cabo $623,000


